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Hera: energy efficiency in the home 

Over 11 years, with 507 projects, with a saving of 753 thousand toe (tonnes of oil 

equivalent), equal to annual consumption of 529 thousand households and benefits in 

terms of tackling climate change. The multiutility looks to 2020, aiming to reduce 

consumption by 5%. All the available data in the Value to Energy report, dedicated to the 

Hera Group’s commitment to energy efficiency 

 

Giving “Value to energy”, because the advantageous effects of the circular 

economy model are actually visible in energy savings. And this  is one of 

the objectives of the Hera Group which, on Monday 18 February, 

celebrates International Energy Efficiency Day. An imperative that  is  also 

the title of the sustainability report in which the Hera Group details the 

results obtained over the last eleven years on the energy efficiency front .  

Now in its fourth edition, the report - verified by an independent 

certification body - analyses all the aspects which embody the multiutility’s 

commitment to energy savings and efficient energy use, focusing on 

environmental and economic sustainability and to the interests of the local 

areas and more than 4 million customers. 

  

Decarbonisation is actually crucial for tackling climate change. Both the 

multiutility’s energy efficiency initiatives and the other projects for 

promoting the production of renewable energy are implemented with this in 

mind. The Hera Group also contributes to 6% of the national white 

certificates target, by incentivising energy efficiency and financing projects 

with measurable and certified savings. 

 

The figures are telling: 507 projects have been implemented in the field by  

the Group over the last 11 years to save energy (of which 133 in 

companies in the local area), with 753 thousand toe (tonnes of oil 

equivalent) saved, corresponding to annual consumption of 529 thousand 

households, and 1.4 million tonnes of avoided CO2, equivalent to 

approximately one million less cars in circulation (with 10,000 km of travel). 

 

In order to reach these energy efficiency objectives, Hera therefore makes 

all its know-how available to local companies, by supporting them in 

carrying out energy analyses, with the objective of encouraging the 

implementation of energy efficiency initiatives. In the Bologna area alone,  

the last two projects, which concerned the construction and management 

of a new technology-energy hub for a company which produces bioplastics 

and a new cooling plant for a well-known company that produces salami 

and cold pork meat, generated a total energy saving of 413 toe per year.  
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The confirmation of the multiutility’s general objective of cutting its energy consumption by 5% by 2020 

(with respect to 2013 consumption) should also be emphasised, following the increase from 3% to 5% 

which occurred last year. These initiatives generated a saving of over Euro 8 million, of which Euro 4.5 

million relating to the water service, with subsequent benefits on citizens’ bills. 

The results have been made possible by integrated efficiency programmes, implemented in the field 

continuously by the Hera Group, first and foremost within its plants and offices and which, in 2017 alone, 

enabled the company to improve the heating energy efficiency index of its premises by 6.3%. 

As regards plants, an important example is on show in the water sector, in which Hera implemented 115 

efficiency initiatives, for a total of 2,876 toe saved. 

 

Significant efforts were expended in the public lighting sector, in which Hera manages more than 518 

thousand lighting points scattered throughout Italy, 71% low consumption and 51% with consumpt ion 

optimisation, augmented by 65% of traffic lights with led lights. Stratagems which, in 2017, contributed to 

an energy saving of 10.2%.  

 

Lastly, Hera’s commitment to its domestic customers should be highlighted: the “consumption analysis” 

service makes provision, in fact, for the monitoring of energy consumption over time, with an estimated 

saving of 2.5% of electricity, roughly Euro 13 per year, a figure which could rise if additional effective 

actions are implemented. 

 

“Energy efficiency, explains Hera Chief Executive Officer, Stefano Venier, is the fifth combustible: the 

most economic and with the greatest environmental benefit, more than solar and wind power. We can all 

‘generate’ it, every day, by simply paying attention to our energy use habits. Energy efficiency has 

always been a fundamental objective of the Hera Group’s business, committed to the constant research 

and development of innovative solutions, both in terms of process regulation systems and plants . Our 

commitment has been rewarded by the results, which are listed in our annual report, and by the CESEF, 

which bestowed upon us the Energy Efficiency Award” in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


